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Impunity. But he thinks that there are likewiſe Laws 
in Force that reſtrain. the Liberty of the Preſs from im- 
- pugnivg the Eſſentials of our holy Religion; ſo. that he 
thinks the ſpeculative Points of the Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion, c. to be no Eſſentials of our a Religion. But, 
if they be, as they ſeem to be, the only Eſſentials of it 
(chat is, the Marks which diſtinguiſh it from every other 
and which denominate it Chriſtianity) does he not ſtan 
obnoxious, together with Toland, Tindal, Woulfton, &c. to 
thoſe Laws he talks of, for denying them to be the eſſential 
Points of Chriſtianity? But he proceeds, and tells. us, That 
thoſe Laws likewiſe puniſh Libels againſt particular Perſons, 
Is he not afraid then to libel me in fo particular a Manner 
as he does throughout his whole Piece, without any Groutids 
or Manner of Provocation? In his third Page, he affirms, 
That, unleſs the whole 2 have an abſolute unli- 
mited Power, they cannot long ſubſiſt, or anſwer the Ends 


of their Inftitution. Is not this a Reflection on the Wiſ- 


dom of the two Kingdoms, who ſet Bounds and Limits to 
that very Power by the Preliminary and fundamental Article 
of the Union, which they have declared unalterable in all 
Time coming, and upon which our I happy Confli- 
tütion is founded ? Have not the whole Legiſlature and eve. 
ay Part of it, with this limited Power, very well anſwered 
all the Ends of their Inſtitution ever ſince? And is it not 
inſulting the Laws andthe Legiſlature, for'a private Perſon 
to afſert that alterable, whiich they have declared unalter- 
able, and to give them a Power over the Publick which 
they do fiot'afſume? Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, 
r But, in the thirteeiſth Page, he forgets this abſolute unli- 
mited Power, atid allows it not in the Power of the Byjtiſ6 
Parliament to make any Alterations in that Matter: Yet he 
immediately equivocates again, and wiſhes that they may 
never have Occaſion to try their Power. What! Have 
my a Power to try, or no Power? e 
He attacks me next in 5 Manner as an E- 
[nemy to the preſent happy E | 
cries were deſigned to aſſert; and thinks it no Breach of 
5 arity, to fancy that I muſt have an ill Deſign in publi- 
+ ing my Doubts at preſent, as they can have no other Ef- 
þ 2-4 ut to Confim others in theirs. If he owns that there 
e Doubts, Why cannot he reſolye thoſe Doubts ? And, 
Woald it dor have been as charitable ts ſuppoſe that our 
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ſwer to them from him? He ſuppoſes it needleſs for; our” 
Repreſentatives' to acquaint their Conſtituents of what re- 
lates to them, becauſe they may ſee, it Time enough in the 
Votes of the Houſe of mons, which circulate. thro! - 
every Corner of the Kingdom. Pray, Do we ſee: there 
any more than the bare Title of the Bill; and can we, 


in the Preſent Ciſe for Example, poſiibly learn the Con- 


tents from the Title? Nor do we ſce the Votes before 


they are voted. Can Doubts ariſe, or Queries be offered, 


upon any Text before it is ſeen and read ? And tho I af- 
firm that Acts of Parliament once paſt are binding, and 
that we ought either to obey or ſuffer according to Law; 
May not the Repreſenting the (Grievances of them, if there 
be any, even when they are paſt, have the Effect of get 
ting them redreſſed afterwards according to Law? Tho. 
one Act of Parliament or two are unalterable, Is every one 


ſo? He talks next of an hypocritical Mask of Patriotiſm; 


put on, becauſe. not brought into Pay. That / Doers are 
ill: Dreaders,/is a Proverb. Does it not not look as if he 
were afraid of; being turned out of Pay? <ido. od 
Aſter this he drops the Queriſt without being ſo good as, 
to reſolve one of his Doubts, and attacks another Author 
whom I ſhall leave to his own better Defence, and in the 
mean while only offer ſome flight Animadverſions as 1 0 
ceed. Are the Kats Clergy to be regulated by the Me- 
thods of publiſhing judicial Edicts in the Southern Part of 
Britain? Are ſormer Encroachments to be Precedents for 
more in Time to come? I hope they will not. Is an Act 
for promoting Morality, which every Clergyman as a Min 
nifter of the / Goſpel, is obliged to promote by all poſſible 
and Jawful Means, of the ſame Nature with the Act for 
the more effectual, &c. which Miniſters, as Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, ſhould: have no Concer in? Is it the Duty of 
peaceable Paſtors, the Servants of the meek Jeſus, as he 
calla them, to dip their Hands in Blood, even tho in the Blood 
of the Guilty? If a Miſcreant who kills his own Father 
is not to be ſcreen'd, Muſt we give up perhaps our own 
Fathers likewiſe unto Juſtice, and witneſs againſt them 
even unto Death; or muſt we not rather die ourſelves? 
Every Thing which eur Reſpondent cannot diſtinctly an- 
ſwer he calls Cant (a favourite Word of his) but of which 


he ſeems much more guilty than the Querift ; witneſs his 


3th, 11th, 17th, Sc. Pages. As to the parallel Caſes, 
I cannot think them ſo parallel as he imagines them: Ave 
ideen $60 2:1 BITS 10 56: 23 


— —— th ef — — —̈— mnmanghs * — — 
— 
— 2 — n — 


— 6 ——V— 
> * . m 
— £ : R 


| (i 4: ), 
M they were, What then 2 Becauſe Things: have been: dene 
beſort in / ſome Caſes, N they be extended. s Prece-! 
dents in wore Cafes? A to rhe Heſerce u Rribe, and 
còntroverted 'Marriages, the very Tales e n Jeareny/ 
of Winefſer, and ir-wotild. be impolſible tò prove « Bribe, 
 WAYS:OFFERED!IN PRIVATE; & Joins um foo; i 
uses the 'Exciſe-man to:-m hom. it wasaffeted be gn 
to Gerlire in hut Shape it was offered} Aud nane-can prove 
a Marriage except the Parties, or thaſe Who. ere 
preſent; and where they have been ſo ſſew preſent: 
as o make it controberted, the few, even tho 


near Relatiehs, muſt be admitted as Evidences. Bur 


rn of thoſe Cafes, as I rake it, are Matters of Life and 
Death. A Marriage may be likewiſe proven by Orth, and; 
very edgy tho''the Wife be Informer and the Hus- 
butia *®viderce agzinſt 'himfelf, aud both Parties nearly 
concerted ; But would chat be either à reaſonable or a juſt 
Merh6d;f- extended to Cafes of Murder? Would it not: 
be obliging a Man eicher to chuſe Death or Perjury, to 
te ſNπτο Away eirher Body or Soul? And ab to u 1 
that Aerion is only called a Rape, and is only puni 
as Tuch, hen it is committed aghinſt che ths ad 


Win of the Party. Now, Wuo can poffibly know. or 
deelkre the teal Will and Inclination, excepr the Party her- 
f9- Tis only with regard to what-paft within lter own 
Breaſt that her Evidence ſtands good by dur Law; there 


muſt be other Witneſſes to proye the Action and. Circums 
ſtances bf it, and that ſhe actually expreſſed it at the Time 
to be 4 Force upon her. In England, if a Woman ſwear 
à Child ** any Man, he ſtands condemned upon her 
ſingle Evidence, without being allowed any Exculpation, 
anle that of proving himſel Yearand N-beychd the 
four Seas. Were that to be extended unto us,, Would it 
not ſeem ſomething hard even to our Reſpondent? If it 
were extended unto every other Caſe, as Robbery; Murder, 
Sc. Woul#' it not be fill harder? We agree, when he f 


not k A Sr WU) 1101898 - 
With us, That there is nothing more inconfiftent with, and 


deſtrucxive of all Government and Law, than Mobs and 
Riots ; and that nothing ought to be more ſeverely. 
red thi ba-barous, infmmane, or even only illegal Ati 


committed in füch a Way; and I heartily: with wich bien, 


that the Authors of ſath Actions were brought to eondign 
Puniſhment: But 1 as heart þ 
Yoing it may never interſeſe Nich * 
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wiſh chat the Manner d 
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gerd D not Haul, tha he was an 
Apoſtie, and . © — every. Thing inthe Gapfe ut 
Religion without repinin 
whip: by lawful Autho ys inſiſt that they chad gone her 
yond that Authority-in-whipping him, as he wal Rem 
— 3 — — 3 
as fuc e2not to t up chis Injury 

ol they came to the Prifofi in Petſon and made him Re 
paration? In his 12th Dage, amongſt other) Gant, be bun- 
rows a Queftion fram att Gly (rt to ſay ſeurrilaus) Pires: 
of Jenny adler, und agks:if it be their 1 to diſpute: 
with t heir dauful Goyerioucs, and to how far they! 
imes ? le is an 


— Period, to tho Ad 
Manner have c 


1 
of thoſe whom' wii 
our Governours; Fa * dur Duty, 
Perſons, humbby 1s repreſent hat. r 
vnnce to be reureſſad: But it 
9 of the Publick, who conflitited them —— — 
cclare hen they go beyond their Commiſſtan. Tu 
che Buſineſs of a al Aſſembly to declare the Qpiniva 
of the Ctuirch, and to determine "he Grit-and ehird Que 
ries.” Ne refle&ts very much upen the Wiſdom of ; the. 
Nation, When he fays, . They could morimagine that gut 
Clergy would make it a greater Seruple 10 read this 


Act in the Pulpit, than in their Cloſtt; as if there w 


no iſerence betwint actin gas private Herſons, —— 
as Members ef the "Church of Srotla tal. : * 
own, ought co give up/all; his un pri vate Prisilees 
Imnuinities co —2 the Neace of the Paine 
oaght he, or has he a Power, to give up the Right 
Pick ro?! And he reflects ve — — 
of the:Nuriotvigaih, 'when the 16 
our: Sehifrraricks wont gifdbey, wal their expulicting' t 
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them: if they come under the Eccleſiaſtical Laws? Or, muſt 
, the Government, if they do not come under any of their 


former Laws, make new Laws which they expect they will 
—; only im order to puniſly chem for that Diſobe - 
Def 10 : 4} AS 1 2 (251 18 8 Kn 
As to the obſolete Doctrine of n in imperis, it 
holds in a Civil Manner in the Empire, it holds in Fritain 
with regard to the Iſle of Man, and I believe the funda» - 


mental Article of the Union eftabliſhes it in an Ectleſiaſti- 
cn Manner witb\regard to our Church. The 


| Divinum 
in imperio is a more obſolete Doctrine; and paſſive Obettence, 
which, like another Sacbeverell, he ſo much recommends 
to our Clergy,” has been exploded by the beft of Parlia- 


ments. Did not the Clergy of the Church of Epgland, who 


own the King as their Head, refuſe to obey his Orders, 
andi chuſe rather to go to Priſon than read the Toleration- 
Act? As to his ſuppoſing that if euery Individual of them 
were impriſoned for, and convicted öf high Treaſon, they 
could not fit in Church; Who kndws' not that? And what 
then? Is this another of his exactly parallel Caſes? Laſtiy, 
He argues wir che Clergy, That now they have an Op- 
portunity of teſtifying their Loyalty, and ſhowing that 
they are nor Trumpeters of Rebellion. Muſt they give 
up any Privilege, to teſtify their Loyalty? Is it Re- 


bellion to chuſe rather the Penalty of the Act? And 


have not now as good an oftunity to teſtify their 
Loyalty by arguing. againſt ce Wick eſs and Scur- 
xility of Memorialiſts, and by teaching every one to 
uieſce as they ought? O ! but then, ſays he, there 
is the Odium and Miſery which they are expoſed to: 
That. ought to have Weight with ſuch as cannot reconcile 
their Minds unto it, and make them comply like peaceable 
Subjects and good Chriſtians. This is an unanſwerable 
Argument, it ſeems, with our Reſpondent; and I leave him 
with it, and conclude, as he does, That I hope and am con- 
vinced, that none who bears the ſacred Title of a Clergy- 
man, and who knows his Duty, has preferred or will pre- 
fer the Penalty out of pure Stubbornneſs; and, if there be 
any ſuch, I cannot think them proper Objects of the Cle · 
mency of the Legiſlature. I ſhall go further, and add, that 
I: hope and am convinced, that none who bear the ſacred 
Name of Clergymen, either have read or will read it out 
of Self- intereſt or any other worldly Conſideration. H- 
wally, J leave it to every thinking Perſon who is capable of 
being convinced, to conſider whether he is willing to be 
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convinced by ſuch Arguments, and whether or not the Re- 
ſpondent has made it clear, that this Act could not be pu- 
(to paſs over the in- 


bliſhed in a more habile Way ; and 
veening Cant, which is foreign to the Purpoſe) whether or 
not the Penalty incurred by not reading this Act as directed, 
may be inflicted without any Breach of the 44 Ratifying 
tbe Union ; and conſequently, whether or not the Queries 
be effectually anſwered, as he concludes, by an abler 


Hand ? | 
Frivztio F, A, C. 
Monday Morning, Auguft Sth, | 
1737. 
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